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in having saved one single letter than in the birth of
a son: and remember that without a son to perform
the funeral rites, a Brahman believed that he could
not enter into heaven. The object of these Sutras was
to gather up the knowledge, then floating about in
the old Brahmanic settlements or Parishads. They
contain the rules of sacrifices, treatises on phonetics,
etymology, exegesis, grammar, metre, customs and
laws, geometry, astronomy, and philosophy. In every
one of these subjects they contain original observa-
tions, and original thought, such as can no longer be
ignored by any students of these subjects.

Eitual is not a subject that seems to possess any.
scientific  interest at   present,  still  the   origin and
growth of sacrifice is an important page in the history
of the human mind, and nowhere can it be studied to
greater advantage than in India.

The science of phonetics arose in India at a time
when writing was unknown, and when it was of the
highest importance to the Brahmans to preserve the
accurate pronunciation of their favourite hymns. I
believe I shall not be contradicted by Helmholtz, or
Ellis, or other representatives of phonetic science, if I
say that, to the present day, the phoneticians of India
of the fifth century B.C. are unsurpassed in their
analysis of the elements of language.

In grammar, I challenge any scholar to produce from
any language a more comprehensive collection and
classification of all the facts of a language than we
find in Panini's Sfttras.

With regard to metre, we possess in the observa-
tion s and the technical terms of the ancient Indian
authors a clear confirmation of the latest theories of